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Activate Auburn Program: Transforming Auburn Boulevard
One Storefront at a Time
Auburn Boulevard has seen some drastic transformations in the last few
years. Since incorporation, the City has been focused on revitalizing
a section of the street from Sylvan Corners (Old Auburn Road and
Sylvan Road) to the city limits. Changes began back in 2005 with the
completion of improvements at Sylvan Corners and the adoption
of The Boulevard Plan. Since then, Auburn Boulevard has seen an
additional $20 million investment in its streetscape and infrastructure,
and the creation of its own business association – the Auburn Boulevard
Business Association (ABBA).
Recognizing the importance of this commercial district, the City
continues to invest in the corridor’s infrastructure and support the
new business association. Recently, the City created a new program to
encourage private investment on Auburn Boulevard – Activate Auburn.
The Activate Auburn Program offers a wide variety of assistance to new
and existing property and business owners to spur private development
and new construction. Offerings include design consultation, façade and
sign improvement grants, fee waivers, and other technical assistance.
Activate Auburn has assisted two businesses along Auburn Boulevard.
First, the City’s program assisted first-time business owners of the new
Crepes & Burgers restaurant located at 8000 Auburn Boulevard. With
design and façade assistance, the owners were able to expand their
outdoor seating, paint the building a vibrant, head turning color, and
add additional lighting and awning elements. The formerly vacant
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building now commands attention on Auburn Boulevard and is
frequented by outdoor diners!
Second, the City’s program assisted PCH Property Management at 8436
Auburn Boulevard. The business and property owners moved into the
space a few years ago. Excited to own their own building, the owners
made some initial façade improvements, but wanted to go further. With
Activate Auburn’s design, sign, and façade assistance, PCH Property
Management added design elements to their building and spruced up
a chain link gate not only for additional security but designed to tie in
with the rest of the building’s look.
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Unlike other commercial areas in the City, Auburn Boulevard is uniquely
Citrus Heights. It is home to many one-of-a-kind and locally owned
small businesses. Auburn Boulevard businesses promote a strong
sense of community and have endless expertise and knowledge in their
trades. With the Activate Auburn Program, the City hopes to continue
revitalizing this unique and important commercial district. If you
would like more information on the Activate Auburn Program, please
contact Devon Rodriguez, Development Specialist, at
(916) 727-4745 or drodriguez@citrusheights.net.
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21 st Annual Citrus Heights Sunday FunDay
FREE FAMILY EVENT
Sunday, September 24, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Rusch Park, 7801 Auburn Blvd.
• Inflatables
•
• Pony Rides
• Business and Craft Booths
•
• Food Vendors
•

After

Music with 101.9 The Wolf &
Hot 103.5
Police K-9 Demonstrations
… and much more!!

Sunday FunDay is sponsored by the City of Citrus Heights, Sunrise Recreation & Park District, Citrus Heights Chamber, Republic
Services, SMUD, Sunrise Mall, 99.1 Air1, 101.9 The Wolf, Cal American Water, Hot 103.5, KLOVE 99.5, and Cintas.

CITY NEWS & UPDATES
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New Regulations Ease the Way for Secondary Dwelling Units
Citrus Heights homeowners will find it easier to build a second unit on their property thanks to
updated regulations that took effect earlier this year.
In response to recent State legislation, the City has amended its zoning regulations for accessory
dwelling units. One significant change was the elimination of the requirement to provide
additional off-street parking when constructing a second dwelling — often called an in-law or
granny unit, now referred to as an accessory dwelling unit. In addition, there were other regulatory
changes that now make it easier to create an accessory dwelling unit from an existing structure,
such as a garage or workshop.
Homeowners must comply with lot coverage limits, setbacks and the Building Code. The new regulations are intended to not only help
meet housing shortages but could also help homeowners meet their mortgage payments, allow seniors to stay in their homes with an onsite caregiver, and allow multigenerational families to live together, but not too together.
More information on accessory dwelling units and the updated regulations can be found on the City’s website www.citrusheights.net/313/
Accessory-Dwelling-Units or by contacting the Planning Division at (916) 727-4740.

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF CITYHOOD
The City is nearing the conclusion of its year long celebration to commemorate 20 years of cityhood.
The celebration began with a ‘kick-off’ at the January 12 City Council meeting. Then, on June 3, the
City held a successful 20th Anniversary Block Party event featuring performances by the Citrus Heights
Community Marching Band and the Voices of California male acapella group; over 100 vendors, food
trucks, kids zone, and classic car show. On the main stage, the Eagles Tribute Band “Boys of Summer”
and headliner Pablo Cruise kept the crowds well entertained!
The 18th Annual Red, White and Blue Parade on June 24 included a City of Citrus Heights float
featuring a replica of the Sylvan Schoolhouse. Additionally, each month the City has revealed a new
Top 20 List; past lists can be viewed on the City’s website at www.citrusheights.net. There are
four more Top 20 Lists, each will be announced at the first City Council meeting of the month.
One of the remaining lists will be generated via social media. During the month of September,
post your best photos using the hashtag #chturns20.
Lastly, join us as we celebrate the close of our 20th anniversary on December 14 during the
regularly scheduled City Council meeting.

CHPD
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CITRUS HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT

From the Office of the Chief of Police, Ronald A. Lawrence
The men and women of your Citrus
Heights Police Department (CHPD) take
honor in serving you, our community,
and we know our greatest strength is our
partnerships with you as we keep Citrus
Heights safe together. At CHPD, we pride
ourselves on being an organization that
listens to our community’s concerns and
works together to get them addressed.
When there are known threats to our
public’s safety, it is important we openly communicate these risks and
strategize to address or at least mitigate them as much as possible to
ensure our security.
CHPD continues to focus on several initiatives this year to make our
community safer, improve the quality of life for residents, prevent crime,
and maintain our organization as the premier police department it has
become over the past decade. Through the early months of the calendar
year 2017, Citrus Heights saw an increase in traffic collisions and an
alarming trend of rising traffic-related fatalities. One of our primary
initiatives we launched in the summer of 2017 is a vigorous traffic safety
campaign; with the goal of reducing traffic collisions and saving lives on
our City’s roadways. Our traffic safety campaign has been in full swing
since May 2017 and includes education, awareness, analysis of high
traffic collision areas, and enforcement elements. We have experienced
some success in reducing overall traffic accidents by eight percent in the
first two months of the campaign, but we still have more work to do, and
our traffic safety campaign will continue through June 2018.
Our enforcement element of the campaign involves technology,
including the use of red light enforcement cameras, designed to monitor
intersections carefully and take photographs as well as video of those
who violate the California Vehicle Code by failing to stop at a red light.

These cameras are a valuable tool because I know of no community
that has enough police officers to monitor all intersections at all times
actively. Red light signal violations are dangerous and a leading cause
of traffic collisions at intersections. Ensuring motorists change driving
habits to stop at red lights is necessary for everyone’s safety. Since the
inception of our red light enforcement camera program, traffic collisions
at the seven intersections with installed cameras have been reduced,
proving the program is successful. In July 2017, additional red light
enforcement cameras were installed at two of our intersections with the
highest frequency of collisions, Auburn Boulevard at Greenback Lane
and Greenback Lane at Parkoaks Drive, to help reduce the number of
accidents at these locations. What is important to express is our program
takes careful consideration to analyze violations captured by the red
light cameras. Many violations caught by the red light cameras are not
acted upon because of the system and ultimately an officer reviewing
the evidence and determining if the violation was too close of a call
giving the motorist the benefit of the doubt. During a five-year period,
between 2012 and 2016, CHPD red light cameras captured 150,377
potential red light violations, but only 44,257 (approximately 29 percent)
were issued either a warning or a citation based on the obviousness of
the violation.
Red light cameras are only one small component of our traffic safety
campaign. While our traffic unit and patrol officers continue to enforce
traffic violations, our biggest asset in reducing traffic collisions is you. We
also work closely with the City’s General Services Department to identify
and install new roadway traffic safety solutions. Through education
and a constant discussion about driving safely and obeying laws, we are
hopeful that we can all become safer on the streets of Citrus Heights.
Through engineering, education, and enforcement, we can address our
traffic issues. With your help, we are optimistic we can accomplish our
citywide goal of reducing traffic collisions and saving lives!

PUBLIC SAFETY TIPS
SAFETY AT HOME

VEHICLE SAFETY

• Always lock your home when you leave

• Always lock your car and take your keys with you

• Install locks on all windows, especially at ground level

• Lock your doors while driving

• Make sure the exterior of your home is well lit, or possibly install
motion light sensors

• Whenever possible park in a well-lit area during evening and
nighttime hours

• Trim overgrown shrubbery that covers doors or windows

• Be alert when using enclosed parking garages

• Clearly display your house number for emergency vehicles

• If you do leave packages, clothing, or other valuables in your car,
make sure you store them in your trunk

• Make sure all exterior doors are metal or solid 1 3/4” hardwood
• Make sure all exterior doors have sturdy locks and deadbolts and
use all available locks
• Secure sliding glass doors with commercially available locks or bars
or put a broomstick in the door track
• Keep written records of all property containing serial numbers
• Photograph all property that does not have a serial number

• Leave only your ignition key with a parking attendant; do not leave
your house key, garage door opener, or other important items in
your car
• Never pick up hitchhikers
• License plates are frequently stolen from cars used in other crimes;
check your plates often
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We want to help you get
to where you are going!

Calling All Volunteers
Are you looking for job experience? Have
you ever thought about volunteering for the
City of Citrus Heights? We currently have
volunteer opportunities at City Hall, the
Community Center, and Police Department.
Some examples of the positions available are:
City Hall

Help the City plan for
a transit service that
meets your needs.
Share your
thoughts online:
CitrusHeightsTransitPlan.com

• Information Technology (excellent opportunity to gain valuable work
experience in the IT field)
• Utility Building Shop Volunteer
Community Center
• Front Desk Administrative Volunteer
• Senior Center Program Coordinator Volunteer
Police Department
•
•
•
•

Live Scan
Front Counter
Support Assistants
Vehicle Abatements

If you are interested in starting your volunteer career with the City of
Citrus Heights, please call the Citrus Heights Police Department at
(916) 727-5500 (ask to speak to the Volunteer Coordinator) or email
ballen@citrusheights.net.

21st Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
Pet Licensing for
Citrus Heights Animals
Cats and dogs over four months of age must
be licensed and rabies vaccinated in Citrus
Heights.
Keep your license up to date with
www.PetData.com! Don’t forget to send your
pet’s proof of spay/neuter and their recent
rabies paperwork.

Thursday, December 7 @ 6:30 p.m.
Citrus Heights City Hall
Pictures with Santa, cookies, hot cocoa,
and much more!
Event sponsored by City of Citrus Heights, Republic Services and
Sunrise MarketPlace.

Licenses can also be obtained at City Hall
6360 Fountain Square Drive. Contact
Animal Services at (916) 725-7387 for more
information.

Community Risk Reduction Division (Fire Prevention)
Now Offering Plan Intake Specialist at City Hall
In response to increased submittals of plans pertaining to construction and modifications in the City of Citrus
Heights, Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District (Metro Fire) is happy to announce the establishment of a Plan
Intake Specialist at City Hall. This position will be staffed three days a week – Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Metro Fire’s goal is to offer a more convenient location for plan submittal and faster
turnaround in their processes for the community members and those doing business within the City.

FOCUS ON COMMUNITY
Antelope Crossing Spooktacular
Saturday, October 14 - 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The 9th Annual Antelope Crossing Spooktacular is a FREE FAMILY-FRIENDLY event
offering a wide variety of activities and entertainment for people of all ages. You and your
friends can enjoy local acts performing on the main stage, try your luck
playing the midway carnival games, and sign your child up for the costume
contest at 2:00 p.m. Receive free raffle tickets for a chance to win prizes,
have your face painted, explore the products and services of over 50
vendors, get valuable information at the Health Fair booths, and more!
The Spooktacular is sponsored by the Antelope Crossing Business Association and the City
of Citrus Heights. It will take place at the Antelope Crossing retail center located at Antelope
Road and Interstate 80. For more information, contact Dale Covey at (916) 729-1100.
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Citrus Heights, CA 95621
(916) 725-2448 (phone)
(916) 725-6185 (TTY)
(916) 725-5799 (fax)

Photos courtesy Antelope Crossing Business Association

www.citrusheights.net

Citrus Heights Schools Embrace STEAM Initiative
Following Sylvan Middle School’s adoption of STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math)
curriculum last fall, four Citrus Heights elementary
schools are now on their way to also being STEAMfocused schools.

The STEAM initiatives at each school launched August
10 with the start of the 2017-18 school year.

Arlington Heights, Carriage Drive, Grand Oaks, and
Mariposa Avenue elementary schools are working
collaboratively to identify inquiry-based pathways
to support STEAM education at each site. All four
schools feed into Sylvan Middle School and the goal
is for students to receive a K-8 educational experience
that values critical thinking, communication,
collaboration, and creativity.

Jeff Slowey, Mayor
Steve Miller, Vice Mayor
Jeannie Bruins,
Council Member
Bret Daniels,
Council Member
Albert J. Fox,
Council Member
CITY MANAGER:

Christopher W. Boyd
Photo courtesy San Juan Unified School District

Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District’s “Fire Camp”
The Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District (Metro Fire) just finished its largest community outreach program of
the year - FIRE CAMP! Held over four days at Metro Fire Station 21 in Citrus Heights, the day camp provided a
chance for kids to get a taste of the life of a Metro Fire firefighter.
Eighty children from the ages of 11 to 13, received hands-on learning about fire
fighting while acquiring real life skills. In a classroom setting, the campers learned
how to properly use a fire extinguisher utilizing the PASS acronym: P – pull the pin;
A – aim low; S – squeeze the handle; and S – sweep from side to side. This important
life skill was later exercised when they had the chance to put out a live fire using a fire
extinguisher.
Teamwork is the name of the game when it comes to being a firefighter. In the photo
on the left, you will see two campers along
with their firefighter/counselor making their
way up Metro Fire’s 100' aerial ladder — an
unforgettable experience!
If FIRE CAMP 2018 sounds like something your 11, 12, or 13-year-old might
be interested in, make sure to keep an eye on Metro Fire’s website in April /
May 2018 for registration information: www.metrofire.ca.gov.
Photos courtesy Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District

CITY COUNCIL:

Citrus Heights Connections
is the official newsletter of
the City of Citrus Heights
EDITORIAL STAFF:

Amy Van, Editor
Contributing staff:
Alison Bermudez; Chief Ron
Lawrence; Sandy Maraviov;
Michelle Parker; Devon
Rodriguez; Michelle Rose;
Michele Saario; Sacramento
Metro Fire; San Juan Unified
School District
If you have questions or
comments about items in
the newsletter, please call
(916) 725-2448 or write to:
Citrus Heights Connections,
6360 Fountain Square Dr.,
Citrus Heights, CA 95621,
or e-mail to:
publicinfo@citrusheights.net.

20 thAnniversary
19
97-2017

CONNECTIONS
City of Citrus Heights
6360 Fountain Square Drive
Citrus Heights, CA 95621

PRST STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #700
Citrus Heights, CA

ECRWSS
Citrus Heights Residents and Businesses
MISSION STATEMENT: The City of Citrus Heights is committed to providing high-quality, economical, responsive services to our community.

CITY PHONE DIRECTORY

UPCOMING EVENTS

City of Citrus Heights - City Hall:
•	City Hall Offices: (916) 725-2448
•	City Council / City Manager: (916) 725-2448
•	Citrus Heights Community Center: (916) 727-5400
•	Animal Control: (916) 725-PETS
•	Building Division: (916) 727-4760
•	Business Licenses: (916) 727-4907
•	Economic Development: (916) 725-2448
•	Garbage / Recycling: (916) 725-9060
•	General Services: (916) 727-4770
• City of Citrus Heights Job Line: (916) 727-4900
•	PG&E (natural gas): 1-800-743-5000
•	Planning Division: (916) 727-4740
•	Potholes in roadways: (916) 727-4770
•	Public Information / Press Releases: (916) 725-2448
•	Sewer District (report overflows 24/7): (916) 875-6730
•	SMUD (electricity): 1-888-742-7683
• TDD (hearing impaired only): (916) 725-6185

MONTHLY MEETINGS:

Citrus Heights Police Department:
•	Chief of Police, Ronald A. Lawrence: (916) 727-5565
•	General Business line: (916) 727-5500
•	Non-Emergency Dispatch: (916) 727-5500
• Emergency Services: dial 9-1-1
• Watch Commander: (916) 727-5522
• Crimes tip-line: (916) 727-5524
• Narcotics tip-line: (916) 727-5523
• Traffic hotline: (916) 727-5525
• Code Enforcement: (916) 725-2845

Located in the City Council Chambers (6360 Fountain Square Dr.)

• 	Planning Commission - 2nd & 4th Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
• 	City Council - 2nd & 4th Thursday - 7:00 p.m.
SEPTEMBER:
• September 4 - City Hall CLOSED (Labor Day)
• September 24 - 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. - 21st Annual Sunday
FunDay in Rusch Park (7801 Auburn Blvd. - corner of Antelope
& Auburn)
OCTOBER:
•	October 14 - 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. - Antelope Crossing’s
Spooktacular! Located in the Antelope & I-80 retail centers
•	October 21- 9:00 a.m. - Citrus Heights Community Marching
Band Howl O’ Ween Parade and Harvest Festival (Parade on
Auburn Blvd. from Twin Oaks to Rusch Park)
NOVEMBER:
•	November 10 - City Hall CLOSED (Veteran’s Day)
• November 23 & 24 - City Hall CLOSED (Thanksgiving)
DECEMBER:
• December 2 - 7:00 p.m. - FREE Capitol Pops Concert Band
Holiday Concert (Rusch Park Gym)
• December 7 - 6:30 p.m. - 21st Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony - Photos with Santa, music, and refreshments (Citrus
Heights City Hall)
• December 22 & 25 - City Hall CLOSED (Christmas Holidays)
• December 29 & January 1 - City Hall CLOSED (New Year’s
Holiday)
Meetings and events are subject to change. Be sure
to check the City’s website for additional information:
www.citrusheights.net or call (916) 725-2448.

Just a quick reminder...
Since July 1, 2017, Citrus Heights has been sheltering
pets at the Sacramento SPCA located at 6201 FlorinPerkins Road, Sacramento. Owners who are not
sure whether their pets are at the Sacramento SPCA
should contact Animal Services at (916) 725-7387.

Citrus Heights
FREE Mobile Apps
Available for download from iTunes and Google Play

