Volume XIX, Number 10
Summer 2014 (May - August)

City of Citrus Heights

CONNECTIONS

City Hall and Medical Office Building Proposal

15th Annual
Citrus Heights

Red, White &
Blue Parade

Saturday,
June 28th
9:00 a.m.
Sunrise Blvd.
(Route: North of Madison at Uplands
Way to northwest corner of Sunrise
Mall parking lot at Greenback)

PARADE ATTRACTIONS:
Wells Fargo Stage Coach
Marching Bands
Fun & Creative Floats
Classic Cars & Hot Rods
Carnival at Sunrise Mall
Pancake Breakfast - only $5 (Sunrise
Mall parking lot - benefits CH Rotary)

Float, Vintage Car display, &
Fun activities in the Sunrise Mall
parking lot until Noon

A key element of the City’s Strategic Plan is to attract a medical office user to our community. Fortunately,
last July, the City of Citrus Heights received a proposal from Panattoni Development and Dignity Health to
build a 68,727 square foot medical office building (MOB) on the corner of Greenback Lane and Fountain
Square Drive on the existing City Hall campus. The initial proposal showed the development of the MOB
and a new City Hall on the same site. At the first community meeting we heard from our citizens that
you wanted more room for a new City Hall that could include amenities such as community rooms and
additional parking. Therefore, it was recommended that Panattoni resubmit their proposal with just the
MOB and the City began to look for alternative sites for a new City Hall.
Since then the City has completed a financial analysis performed by a third-party, initiated environmental
analysis, and held a series of six community meetings and City Council Study Sessions to discuss the
proposed MOB and the possibility of a new City Hall. The community has provided great ideas on specific
elements they would like to see in a new City Hall if one was built, and suggestions on the MOB.
The City’s current City Hall, a former nursery, was not designed to house City offices or handle the
amount of activity that a public building attracts. The City estimates it could save approximately $4.7
million, over a 15 year period, in maintenance costs if a new City Hall was built. In addition to City Hall’s
failing infrastructure, the proposed medical office building provides an incredible opportunity for Citrus
Heights. As a built-out community, there are limited land resources to diversify our economy, but due to
our population there is a growing need to provide these types of services in our community. Last year,
5,000 Citrus Heights residents made 24,000 trips to Dignity Health’s MOB in Carmichael. The new MOB
will bring these services to Citrus Heights along with 170 new high paying jobs and 125-150 temporary
construction jobs. The MOB is expected to generate “spin-off” business activity from those who choose
to locate near the medical use, such as physician offices, medical equipment supplies and restaurants. The
MOB will fund a significant portion of the costs of the new City Hall, allowing the community the oncein-a-lifetime opportunity to design a new City Hall.
The proposed medical office building and new City Hall will be considered for approval by the Planning
Commission and City Council in June and July. All information regarding the project can be found on the
project website here: http://www.citrusheights.net/home/index.asp?page=1114. The City welcomes any
questions and comments about these projects at publicinfo@citrusheights.net or by phone at
(916) 725-2448.

(Preferred New City Hall Design)

CITY NEWS & UPDATES
Auburn Boulevard Project Update
The Auburn Boulevard Complete Streets Revitalization Project is
nearing completion. The one-mile segment of Auburn Boulevard
from Sylvan Corners to Rusch Park has been under construction
since August 2012 and this summer, the City, businesses and
property owners will celebrate the completion of the longawaited project.
The new Auburn Boulevard features wide sidewalks, separated from the street by landscaped areas
for a safer, more walkable experience; bike lanes, medians, and energy efficient street lights. Street
improvements from Sylvan Corners to Sycamore Drive have been taking shape; see the pictures to the
right.
To celebrate the completion of the new Auburn Boulevard, a ribbon cutting ceremony will be planned
for this summer. Please join us by visiting and experiencing the transformation that has taken place.

Stay Informed!

The City has many tools available to you to stay up-to-date on the Auburn
Boulevard Project. First, visit our website at www.ABCupdate.net and sign-up for the Auburn
Boulevard Update E-notifier service. If you are a resident, city staff attends neighborhood meetings in
Areas 2, 4, 6 and 10 to provide project updates and answer questions. And finally you can contact the
ABC Project Team at ABCTeam@citrusheights.net.

Draft ADA Transition Plan and Self-Evaluation Update
The City of Citrus Heights is seeking your input on the Draft Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Transition Plan and Self-Evaluation Update. The purpose of this Plan is to prioritize improvements
within the City in order to comply with the ADA legislation. The ADA specifically requires state and local
governments to make their programs, services and activities accessible to persons with disabilities and to
evaluate its services, programs and facilities and prepare a transition plan identifying barriers to access and
outlining a plan to eliminate those barriers.
The documents are available on the City’s website www.citrusheights.net or at City Hall, 6237 Fountain
Square Drive, Citrus Heights. For comments and questions contact the City’s ADA Coordinator, Amy Van at
ADACoordinator@citrusheights.net, (916) 725-2448 or (916) 725-6185 [TTY].

Don’t Neglect Weeds or Your Yard Landscaping
During the months of May and June, the City will be conducting inspections in order to ensure that all properties are free from high dry weeds
and grasses. The following are the conditions required in order to avoid hazardous conditions as the summer months fast approach:
PARCELS OVER 1 (one) ACRE: A clear firebreak of a minimum 30-foot width shall be created and maintained around the perimeter of the
parcel. A clear firebreak shall also be provided around all buildings, fences constructed primarily of wood, vehicles, structures, or storage on the
parcel or on adjacent properties.
PARCELS 1 (one) ACRE or LESS: For parcels one acre or less, total abatement of dry vegetation on the parcel is required.
Acceptable abatement options are as followed:
1.

Discing, rototilling, or cultivating must be sufficient to adequately loosen and bury the growth of weeds, grass, or other vegetation.
Due to climatic conditions, it may be necessary to abate the property more than once a year. All cut or dead material shall be
considered as hazardous and shall be removed from the property, i.e. brush, weeds, trees, etc.

2.

Scraping shall be sufficient to cut the growth of weeds, grass, or other vegetation down to bare ground.

Let’s keep Citrus Heights looking clean and fire-hazard free from weeds. Please contact the City’s Code Enforcement Division if you have any
questions at (916) 725-2845.

CHPD

CITRUS HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT

From the Desk of Chief of Police Christopher W. Boyd
Recently, I had the honor of being installed as the 49th President of the California Police Chiefs Association
(CPCA). The Installation Banquet was held in Monterey, California in conjunction with the association’s
Annual Training Symposium. An even greater honor was having our own Citrus Heights City Manager
Henry Tingle make the trip to not only speak to the nearly 500 guests, but to actually install the 2014-2015
board as well. Governor Jerry Brown was the keynote speaker for the evening and our district representative
Assemblyman Ken Cooley attended in support. Also in attendance were elected members of the Citrus Heights
City Council, including Mayor Mel Turner, key Citrus Heights city and police staff, as well as police chiefs and
executives from throughout the state.
CPCA represents the state’s municipal police chiefs whose agencies protect over 78 percent of the citizens of
California. Interestingly, since the organization’s incorporation in 1966, it has been 39 years since anyone from
the greater Sacramento area has served as the association president; I am proud to represent our region in this
new role. Current membership includes 329 police chiefs (out of 333 statewide) and 921 retired chiefs. Cal
Chiefs primary roles are to identify relevant issues and facilitate information sharing among law enforcement leadership to better manage
current issues.
Cal Chiefs actively monitors new legislation and advocates in the interest of law enforcement. Legislative alerts and calls for action are
provided to members as soon as information is developed so that the association can engage legislators within their districts. Cal Chiefs also
reviews and positions itself on bills affecting law enforcement in the state, tracking in excess of 600 bills each year.
I have long been an advocate of strong public safety through community policing and have actively fostered safer communities by forging
solid relationships and working collaboratively with political leadership, the business community, educational leaders, and neighborhood
stakeholders. The platform CPCA affords law enforcement in all these areas greatly enhances our reach and voice statewide. I look forward
to working collaboratively on the key legislative and public safety topics facing the profession. Our focus this coming year will be issues
related to the implementation of Realignment and the importance of sufficient funding for local law enforcement to mitigate Realignment’s
impact on our communities. We are also launching proactive medical marijuana regulation legislation to further ensure the public’s safety
and reduce the harm that is currently unfolding in our state due to lack of regulations. We intend to focus on human trafficking, mental
health, youth intervention, and other pressing issues that impact the safety of the citizens of California.
All this being said, rest assured that our City and this department will remain my priority and I intend to remain as visible and available as I
have always been. My role as president of the association merely augments our ultimate goal – the safety and well being of those we serve.

1st Annual Citrus Heights Police Activites League Raffle and Banquet
Friday, May 16 — 5:30 to 10:00 p.m.
Citrus Heights Community Center, 6300 Fountain Square Drive
Tickets $50 each or $500 for table of 10
On May 16, 2014, the Citrus Heights Police Activities League (CHPAL) will host its
first annual banquet to raise funds for the charitable program now serving over 500
local children. The event will take place from 5:30 – 10:00 p.m. at the Citrus Heights
Community Center and tickets are $50 each (or $500 for a table of ten). The fun-packed
evening will feature door prizes, live and silent auctions, dinner, no-host bar, and
entertainment.
Much is being planned for this very special event but the finale promises to be nothing
short of spectacular: the raffling off of three of Citrus Heights Police Department’s
original Harley Davidson Road King Motorcycles! Banquet tickets can be purchased by
cash, check, or credit card in person at the Citrus Heights Police Department (6315 Fountain Square Drive). Tickets can also be purchased by
phone with a credit card by calling (916) 727-4820.
Proceeds from the raffle and banquet will benefit the Citrus Heights Police Activities League Program, a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable youth
organization established in 2010 to encourage positive interaction between police personnel and the youth in our community. For more
information about the CHPAL program, visit www.citrusheightspal.com.
For more information about the CHPAL Raffle and Banquet, visit www.citrusheightspalraffle.com or email info@citrusheightspal.com.

May is Building Safety Month
Building Safety Month is a public awareness campaign offered each year to help individuals,
families and businesses understand what it takes to create and sustain safe and sustainable
structures. The campaign reinforces the need for adoption of modern, model building codes,
a strong and efficient system of code enforcement and a well-trained, professional workforce
to maintain the system. There are a total of four weeks, all with a different theme/focus:
Week 1 May 5th - 11th

Keeping Fire in its Place

Week 2 May 12th - 18th

Helping Homeowners Weather the Storm

Week 3 May 19 - 25

Surround your House with Safety

Week 4 May 26 - 31

Building a Brighter, More Efficient Tomorrow

th
th

th
st

Each week bulletins, games and prizes focus on its theme. An informative display is located at City Hall with bulletins, brochures, and small
giveaways. The building department will host two events, a kick-off and send off. If you are interested in receiving the weekly bulletins and
games for a chance to win a prize, having a speaker come and talk to a group about topics related to Building Safety, joining in a free event with
refreshments and raffle, or just want to learn more contact Susan McLendon in the Building Division at smclendon@citrusheights.net or call (916)
727-4761.

FREE!! Sterilizations for Feral Felines and Owned Cats
Thanks to a grant from PetSmart Charities®, the City of Citrus Heights Animal Services (CHAS) has been able to
initiate a pilot program, partnering with Sacramento Area Animal Coalition (SAAC) and River City Cat Rescue (RCCR),
two local non-profit agencies, to provide vouchers for free spay or neuter for feral cats for humane feral population
management. All feral felines will have the tip of their ear removed while under general anesthesia and receive a rabies
vaccination during their spay/neuter surgery to indicate they have been sterilized.
Additionally, CHAS will offer free spay/neuter vouchers to cat owners in the 95610 and 95621 zip codes to prevent the
birth of unwanted kittens, reducing their numbers at shelter and their likely euthanasia. The pilot program offers three
options for sterilizing cats:
1.

Sacramento Area Animal Coalition www.sacanimal.org

2.

River City Cat Rescue www.rivercitycatrescue.org

3.

Citrus Heights Animal Services www.citrusheights.net or call (916) 725-7387.

For question or additional information contact Citrus Heights Animal Services at (916) 725-7387.

Farmer’s Market Every Saturday in the Sunrise Mall Parking Lot
Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m
Sunrise Mall Parking Lot Behind Sears
Help support your local farmers and get more for your money by shopping the Citrus Heights Farmers Market!
The Farmers Market is open Saturdays year round from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Sunrise Mall parking lot
behind Sears. They offer locally grown seasonal fruits and vegetables from certified farmers and certified organic
farmers from all over California. Other specialty items include fresh breads, tortillas, sauces, nuts, honey, eggs,
spices and more. For more information contact Don Hall, Market Manager at (916) 484-7000.

Now Open

Under Construction

Deli Delicious
5550 Sunrise Boulevard

Party City
6302 Sunrise Boulevard

El Tapatio
5637 Sunrise Boulevard

Skechers
7975 Greenback Lane

Haya Sushi
7086 Auburn Boulevard

Stein Mart
6130 Birdcage Center Lane

Mizuki Sushi
5550 Sunrise Boulevard

Noodles & Company
6123 Sunrise Boulevard

FOCUS ON COMMUNITY
Citrus Heights Police Department is now on Twitter!
Follow us @citrusheightspd
City of Citrus Heights

Citrus Heights PD
@citrusheightspd

Our 1st tweet! Citrus Heights PD is finally on Twitter!! Chief
Boyd is eager to engage the community through social media!
@citrusheightspd
11:58 pm - 20 Feb 14

6237 Fountain Square
Citrus Heights, CA 95621
(916) 725-2448 (phone)
(916) 725-6185 (TTY)
(916) 725-5799 (fax)
www.citrusheights.net

Volunteer Opportunities Available
Get Involved! Become an active member of your community by getting involved in your local

City government. The City of Citrus Heights welcomes volunteers to help in special city events, assist in
community programs, and become involved with city services. Through volunteer work you can gain a
better understanding and appreciation for your local government while strengthening the community’s bond.
Volunteer opportunities include:
• Upcoming Events – June 28th Red, White & Blue Parade, July 12th - 13th Community Campout, September 28th
Sunday FunDay, December 4th Christmas Tree Lighting. Conact publicinfo@citrusheights.net or call
(916) 757-5400.
• Citrus Heights Police Department – Become a member of the CHPD team by volunteering alongside police
officers, investigators and professional staff. Call CHPD at (916) 727-5500.
• Boards and Commissions – Various City commissions and boards are appointed by the City Council.
Citizens are encouraged to seek positions when vacancies occur. Sign up to receive email notifications when
vacancies occur at www.citrusheights.net or call the City Clerk’s office at (916) 727-4718.

Citrus Heights Community Marching Band
The Citrus Heights Community Marching Band has just celebrated one of its most important milestones; its 100th
Performance! The CHCMB performed for the 100th time for fans and supporters at their 5th Annual Spaghetti
Dinner Fundraiser, held at the Citrus Heights Community Center on March 22nd. The Band will be taking to the
street in its first round of events in May, including the Orangevale PowWow Days Parade, the Old Sacramento Music
Festival, and the North Highlands VFW Memorial Day Parade.
Another important milestone for this all age, all volunteer band will be their 10th appearance in the Citrus Heights
Red, White, and Blue Parade on Sunrise Blvd on June 28th. The Band was created by Kathy Cook in 2005 to serve in
just one appearance in the Red, White and Blue Parade. In the last nine years the CHCMB has expanded to perform
100 times in events such as parades, concerts, and band competitions such as the Capitol Classic drum corps show
in Elk Grove, and the Del Oro Band Spectacular in Loomis.
The CHCMB is a free, all ages band made up of
amateur musicians from Citrus Heights and beyond.
We welcome new members every week! Some of their
best musicians haven’t played in 20-60 years before
joining! CHCMB meets every Monday evening at
the Citrus Heights City Hall complex located at 7115
Greenback Lane from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. They are
proud to offer free use of instruments and uniforms to
their members. Come play with them as they march
into 2014 and beyond!

CITY COUNCIL:

Mel Turner, Mayor
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Council Member
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Council Member
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ECRWSS
Citrus Heights Residents and Businesses
MISSION STATEMENT: The City of Citrus Heights is committed to providing high-quality, economical, responsive services to our community.

CITY PHONE DIRECTORY

UPCOMING EVENTS

City of Citrus Heights - City Hall:
• City Hall Offices: (916) 725-2448
• City Council / City Manager: (916) 725-2448
• Citrus Heights Community Center: (916) 727-5400
• Animal Control: (916) 725-PETS
• Building Division: (916) 727-4760
• Business Licenses: (916) 727-4907
• Economic Development: (916) 725-2448
• Garbage / Recycling: (916) 725-9060
• General Services: (916) 727-4770
• City of Citrus Heights Job Line:  (916) 727-4900
• PG&E (natural gas): 1-800-743-5000
• Planning Division: (916) 727-4740
• Potholes in roadways: (916) 727-4770
• Public Information / Press Releases: (916) 725-2448
• Sewer District (report overflows 24/7): (916) 875-6730
• SMUD (electricity): 1-888-742-7683
• TDD (hearing impaired only):  (916) 725-6185

MONTHLY MEETINGS:

Citrus Heights Police Department:
• Chief of Police, Christopher W. Boyd: (916) 727-5560
• General Business line: (916) 727-5500
• Non-Emergency Dispatch:  (916) 727-5500
• Emergency Services:  dial 9-1-1
• Emergencies (when calling from a cell phone):
(916) 726-3015
• Watch Commander:  (916) 727-5522
• Crimes tip-line:  (916) 727-5524
• Narcotics tip-line:  (916) 727-5523
• Traffic hotline:  (916) 727-5525
• Code Enforcement:  (916) 725-2845

Located in the City Council Chambers (7117 Greenback Lane)

• H
 istory & Arts Commission - 1st Monday - 7:00 p.m.
• Planning Commission - 2nd & 4th Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
• City Council - 2nd & 4th Thursday - 7:00 p.m.
MAY:
• May 16th - 5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. CHPAL Banquet (Citrus
Heights Communtiy Center)
• May 26th - City Hall CLOSED (Memorial Day)
JUNE:
• June 21st - 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) Drop-off Event (behind Women’s Macy’s at
Sunrise Mall)
• June 28th - 9:00 a.m. - Red, White & Blue Parade (Sunrise
Blvd., between Madison & Greenback)
JULY:
• July 4th - City Hall CLOSED (4th of July)
• July 12th & 13th - Annual Family Community Campout in
Rusch Park (Call 916-725-1585 to register)
AUGUST:
• August 16th - 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. - Hot August Bites
(Rusch Park) Live music and a variety of food trucks
Meetings and events are subject to change. Be sure
to check the City’s website for more information:
www.citrusheights.net, or call (916) 725-2448.

City Council Approves 2014-2017 Strategic Planning Goals
Since incorporation, Citrus Heights has placed an emphasis on strategic planning to prioritize its policies, programs and services
for the coming year. The City Council, City Manager, City Attorney and executive staff members participate in the goal and
objective-setting process. The City Council held its semi-annual planning retreat on April 18th, and developed new three year
goals and six-month objectives. Three-year goals include:
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain long-term financial stability
Grow the local economy
Enhance quality of life
Enhance public safety
Improve overall city infrastructure with emphasis on neighborhood revitalization

Visit the City’s website at www.citrusheights.net for more information on the City Council Strategic Planning, along with a
copy of the complete strategy and six-month objectives.

